
A map of Tenochtitlan, published in Europe in 

1524, soon after its fall. Although it is a 

Spanish version, with European-style houses, it 

shows the Aztec temples and many of the city's 

distinctive features, such as the causeways across 

Lake Texcoco. 

During their migration, the Mexicas-so their legends later told them-had 

been guided and comforted by their god of war, Huitzilopochtli, who had said that 

when they saw an eagle standing on a cactus growing out of a rock, their journey 

would end. T here they should stop and build their city, calling it Tenochtitlan (the 

Place of the Cactus in the Rock). Until the year 1325, the story goes, they had not 

seen the sign. Huitzilopochtli was a demanding god, and that year the Mexica priests 

declared that they needed to offer him a special sacrifice. Thinking they would be 

honoring the Colhuacan king, they asked him to send his daughter to become a Mex

ica goddess. Flattered, and not understanding the implications of the request, the lord 

of Colhuacan complied. Days later, when at the invitation of the Mexicas he and 
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